
 

 

 

Kettering City School District 
Permanent Improvement Levy 

March 15, 2016  
‘FAQs’ 

 
Will any of the money generated by the Permanent Improvement Levy be used 
to pay for salaries or benefits? 

No. By law, funds generated by a Permanent Improvement – or PI – Levy can only be used to purchase, 
maintain, update or improve upon items that have a lifespan of five or more years. PI Levy funds 
CANNOT be used to cover salary or benefit costs. 

 
How will the funds generated by the PI Levy be used? 

Through parent and community engagement meetings and surveys, the district has identified four main 
areas that will be impacted with passage of this PI Levy:    
(1)  Facilities, Operations and Safety 
(2)  Curriculum and Classroom Support, including Technology and Textbook upgrades and purchases 
(3)  Next-Level Student Programming 
(4)  Athletic Maintenance and Updates 

The vast majority of funds generated by this PI Levy will go toward “Next-Level Student Programming,” 
which, among other things, will include an increase in Career Tech opportunities for our high school 
students, an expansion of pre-K and kindergarten opportunities for our youngest learners and 
improvements to our middle and high school auditoriums. 

“Facilities, Operations and Safety,” which will include safety and security upgrades in our buildings and 
parking lots; school bus replacements; parking lot, sidewalk and playground repairs and maintenance; 
roof replacements; and energy-efficient improvements to the heating, air conditioning and ventilation 
(HVAC) systems in our buildings is the second largest area that will be impacted if residents approve the 
PI Levy. 

 
Why does the district need to go from a PI Levy that generates $600,000 a year 
to a PI Levy that will generate approximately $3.4 million a year? 

For many years now, the district has been spending more on necessary permanent improvement 
projects than is generated by the current PI Levy, necessitating the transfer of needed dollars from the 
General Fund to the PI Fund. With a district the size of Kettering – consider that there are 1-million-



square-feet of roofing and 1.3-million-square-feet of parking lots, curbing and concrete in the Kettering 
City Schools – the $600,000 that is generated annually by the current PI Levy is simply not enough 
money to adequately maintain and do necessary upgrades to our facilities and grounds. 

 As it is, we do the bare minimum of maintenance and repairs on our facilities. Passage of the 3.4-mill PI 
Levy on March 15 will allow us to establish a scheduled, strategic facility maintenance and improvement 
plan, versus the current “band aid” approach that we have been forced to adopt . Additionally, if the 
district has adequate funds to establish a maintenance plan, this will eliminate the need to transfer 
General Fund dollars to the PI Fund, thereby keeping as much as keep $32 million in the classroom over 
the next 10 years. 

 
Didn’t the district just replace the turf on the football field a few years ago? 

Actually, the turf field is the original field that was installed when Roush Field was constructed in 2005. 
The typical turf field has a maximum life expectancy of 10 years. The 2015-16 season was the Firebirds’ 
11th season on the turf field, and the field is showing major signs of wear-and-tear.  We have gotten the 
full use – and then some -- out of the turf field. As a matter of fact, two of the Firebirds’ rival teams in 
the GWOC league have had to replace their fields sooner than the 10 years because of the condition of 
the turf.  

 

 

 

 

 

 


